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tion instituted in 1894, when the income-tax had been
at 8d., had been upset by the raising of the income-
tax, and that the death duties should therefore be
correspondingly raised. Mr. Lowther (Thanet) and
Sir Howard Vincent were among those who objected
to the raising of the income-tax on the ground that
the revenue should have been raised by the taxation
of imports. But their views, while meeting with
some influential support in the press, secured but
little open sympathy in the House though they pro-
duced a very significant comment from Mr. John
Morley. " The Member for Thanet/' he said, " is
not well advised in his doctrines in my opinion, but
it is idle to deny that he is much nearer to having a
considerable following in the House and the country
than he ever had before. If you are going to be
militant Imperialists free trade goes. That is my
firm belief, and the beginning of the job is the
budget which the Chancellor of the Exchequer has
introduced."

The really valid criticism of this budget was that
it did not attempt to raise enough from taxation
towards the expenses of the war. Mr. Sydney Buxton
took a strong line in this sense, saying that 27 millions
only out of 170 millions had so far been produced
from taxation for the war.1 Neither by direct
nor by the proposed indirect taxation was sufficient
revenue being produced, and he would have supported
a further addition of 2d. to the income-tax with
further graduation. But though many other Liberal
members took the same view, there was no general
disposition in the House to go beyond the proposals

1 Parl. Debates, vol. xcii. p. 1111.